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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 December 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1-24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
KAMINSKI 200/0125771 in view of BORLAND 6,218,952. 
Regarding claims 1 , 23, 24. 

KAMINSKI discloses a housing containing a plurality of electrical circuits which 
communicate with a first plurality of terminals defining a four way connector and a 
second plurality of terminals defining a seven way connector. 

KAMINSKI does not disclose a monitoring circuit, in operative communication 
with said four way and seven way connectors, and operative, in response to 
determining the existence of an attached vehicle input harness, to selectively enable 
and disable power to said assembly. 

BORLAN discloses a system which monitors the functioning of safety and signal 
light circuits on a trailer (abstract) and verify the lights are operating properly and a 
means to selectively enable and disable power to said assembly (col. 6, lines 10-18) 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
this invention to have modified the electrical interface device to include the trailer light 
monitor to monitor and control the enabling or disabling of the trailer lights to verify the 
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lights are working and to disable the lights when submersing the trailer in water to 
protect the lights from bursting when submerged. 

Regarding claims 2-22. 

The limitations in the above claims are taught in the sited references and would 
be obvious to combine to produce the claimed four way and seven way connector 
assemble. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Robert L. 
DeBeradinis whose number is (571 ) 272-2049. The Examiner can normally be reached 
Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Sircus, can be reached on (571 ) 272-2058. The Fax phone number for 
this Group is (571) 272-8300. 
RLD 
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